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A  subsidy  of  cotton  imports  during  the  next  12  months  to  the  extent 
of  20/, 000  .,000  krona  (f5, 565  ,000  J  was  authorized  by  a  resolution  passed  by 
the  Swedish  Government  June  28.    About  6  .,000, 000  krona  ($1,670 .,000)  cf 
-tbJe  'amount  authorized  on  December  18 ,  .1946  for  this  purpose  during  the 
first  half  of  1947  were  actually  used  by  the  State  Price  Control  Board, 


The  1947  cotton  crop  in  China,  including  Manchuria ,  is  estimated  in 
a  late  report  at  about  2^,200,000  bales  (500  pounds  gross),  representing 
a  15  percent  increase  over  the  1, 930, 000  bales  estimated  last  year. 


Because  of  a  butchers*  strike,  and  the  possibility  of  an  increase  in 
retail  meat  prices  greater  than  those  necessary  to  compensate  for  the 
increased  Y\rholesale  price  of  cattle,  the  Costa  Rican  Congress  has  enacted 
a  law  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  all  cattle  produced  in  Costa  Rica, 
or  in  transit  from  Nicaragua. 

The  Cuban  Cabinet  is  reported  to  have  approved  resolutions  freeing 
from  price  controls  live  hogs  and  a  .number  of  pork  products,  including 
sausages  of  various  kinds,  bacon,  pork  chops,,  ears,  feet,  tail,  and  pork 
grease. 


Central  China  winter  wheat  .harvests  were  average,  but  lower  yields 
are  indicated  in  north  China,  owing  to  dry  weather  last  spring,  especially 
in  .Shansi,  Hopei,  and  north  Shantung.     In  certain  north  China  areas 
summer  crops  started  poorly  because  of  dryness,,     Planting  of  Manchurian 
summer  crops  was  retarded  by  dry  weather,  but  the  overall  outlook  is  good 
owing  to  recent  rains,  except  that  local  shortages  may  appoar  as  result 
of  dislocations  caused  by  hostilities.     Rice  crop  conditions  in  China 
are  generally  favorable  except  for  floods  in  Kwantung,  east  Kwangsi,  and 
south  Hunan*     The  overall  food  outlook  for  south  and  central  China  is 
improved  over  last  year,  with  famine  conditions  neither  as  widely  spread 
nor  as  acute  as  a  year  ago* 
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COMMODITY  DEVELOPMENTS. 


FRUITS ,  MJTS  AND  VEGETABLES 

IRANIAN  DATE  .... 
OUTPUT  UNCHANGED  •   .    ■  •  . 

According  to  recent  reports  received  from  Iran,  the  preliminary 
forecast  for  igWj-k8  production  of  dates  is  99,000  short  tons,  which 
is  about  the  same  size  crops  as  Last  year.    Statistics  on  date  pro- 
duction in  the  past  are  not  available  at  this  time.    Production  in 
the  next  few  years  is  expected  to  increase  substantially  because  of 
extensive  plantings,  especially  in  the  Khuzistan  district.  One 
company  is  planning  to  set  out  100,000  palm  plants  at  Bahmanshir 
near  Khorramshahr . 

One  of  the  principal  obstacles  to  increased  production  has  been 
insect  damage.    The  more  important  insect  pests  are  the  leaf  hopper 
and  palm  mite.    In  the  three  years  just  prior  to  the  outbreak  of 
the  war,  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  carried  on  an  effective  control 
campaign  against  the  leaf  hopper  through  the  use  of  nicotine  dust 
and  nicotine  sulphate.    The  war  cut  off  these  supplies  and  the  program 
had  to  be  discontinued.    The  seriousness  of  this  pest  is . illustrated 
by  the  damage  done  in  Fars  province  in  19^2-43  when  half  the  date 
crop  was  lost  to  this  insect. 

The  palm  mite  is  found  in  both  principal  production  centers  and 
it  is  estimated  that  from  10  to  30  percent  of  the  crop    is  lost  because 
of  it  each  year.    Losses  of  the  past  three  crops  have  been  lower  then 
normal,  and  are  believed  to  be  the  result  of  natural  controls.  So 
far  no  completely  effective  method  for  control  has  been  found  but  more 
work  is  to  be  done  in  this  connection.    The-  consensus  of  opinion  among 
leaders  in  the  date  industry  is  that  any  substantial  expansion  of  the 
date  industry  will  depend  upon  effective  insect  control. 

Dates  are  of  considerable  importance  in  the  economy  of  Iran, 
and  constitute  one  of  tho  country's  important  export  crop3 .  This 
accounts,  in  part,  for  the  expansion  now  taking  place.    During  the 
Iranian  crop  year,  August  23,  19^5  to  August  22,  19^6 >  exports 
totaled  18,921  short  tons  of  which  the  United  States  was  shown  as 
the  destination  of  1,33^  tons.    The  principal  destination  was  Oman 
with  9,879  tons,  with  Koweit  second  with  3,300  tons.    All  Near  East 
destinations  combined  accounted  for  16,892  tons  of  the  total  exports 
or  89  percent.    The  only  other  countries  not  in  the  Near- East  which 
purchased  Iranian  dates  were  Canada  with  6TJk  tons  and  France  with 
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21  tons.    The  usual  Iranian  date  pack  is  readily  acceptable  in  Near  East 
countries  but  in  western  countries  must,  be  packed  to  specifications 
meeting  the  requirements  in  those  countries.    There  are  other  consi- 
derations, such  as  quality  and  type,  which  offer  obstacles  to  sale 
in  non-Near  East  countries.    There  are  indications  that  considerable 
thought  is  being  given  toward?  changing  over  to  more  readily  acceptable 
quality,  type,  and  pack. 

So  far  most  of  the  dates  exported  to  the  United  States  have  been 
handled  by  one  concern  but  there  are  a  number  of  smaller  ones  also 
in  the  field.    The  usual  method  is  for  the  exporter  to  enter  into  con- 
tracts with  individual  growers  for  their  crop.    These  growers  may 
have  from  a  few  palms  up  to  a  substantial  number.    The  exporter  ex- 
tends credit  if  necessary  and  then  is  paid  when  the  dates  are  brought 
in.    During  the  19^-6-^7  season,  growers  received  in  the  vicinity  of  5 
cents  (US)  per  pound  for  tree  run  dates.    The  packers  after  grading 
and  other  operations  offered  types  and  qualities  suitable  to  the  United 
States  market  at  from  8  to  1^+  cents  (US)  per  pound,  f.o.b.,  Persian 
ports  to  United  States  importers.    Prices  on  dates  normally  exported 
to  other  Near  East  destinations  were  lower. 

This  year,  with  carry-over  stocks  at  a  very  low  level  and  antici- 
pated foreign  demand  good,  prices  are  expected  to  be  a  little  higher 

than  last  season.  ,        ,  . 

(Continued  on  page  69) 

TOBACCO 

CHINA'S  I9I+7  FLUE -CURED 
CROP  SEEN  LARGER 

Early  season  indications  are  that  China's  flue-cured  crop  this 
year  may  reach  125  million  pounds,  compared  with  19^6  production  of 
about  100  million  pounds.    The  bulk  of  China's  ighf  harvest  of  flue- 
cured  will  occur  in  Honan  and  Shantung  Provinces  with  an  indicated 
production  of  about  70  million  and  30  million  pounds,  respectively. 
During  the  prewar  1Q35-39  period  China's  flue-cured  production 
averaged  15O  million  pounds  annually. 

Cigarette  production  in  Shanghai  factories  is  currently  about 
the  prewar  rate.    During  the  first  eight  months  of  the  I9I6-U7 
season,  850,000 ' cases  of  5°,000  cigarettes  each  were  manufactured. 
On  this  basis, *  total  leaf  utilization  for  all  China  for  the  manu- 
facture of  taxed  cigarettes  may  reach  190  million  pounds.    If  the 
current  high  cigarette  production  is  maintained  during  igk-J^hd, 
this  year's  flue-cured    crop  will  fill  only  about  65  percent  of  the 
manufacturers'  requirements.     Imports  needed  to  fill  the  gap  depend 
on  the  availability  of  foreign  exchange  for  purchases  abroad. 

During  the  period  October  19^+6-April  19^7,  imports  of  leaf 
tobacco  into  China  totalled  31. 7  million  pounds,  of  which  the  United 
States  supplied  99  percent.    Imports  of  American  cigarettes  totalled 
l.k  billion  pieces  during  the  same  period. 
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CANADA  GROWS 
MORE  TOBACCO 

The  first  official  estimates  place  Canada's  19^-7  tobacco  area 
at  131,000  acres  compared  with  110,000  in  I946.    Flue-cured  plantings 
this  season  are  placed  at  109,000  acres  and  Bur ley  at  13,500,  Last 
year's  acreages  for  these  types  were  91,432  and  10,478  acres, 
respectively.    Plantings  of  ether  tobaccos  show  only  a  slight  change 
from  last  year's.    In  1946,  Canada  produced  a  record  tobacco  crop 
of  141  million  pounds.    With  favorable  weather  conditions  the  1947 
outturn  may  reach  150  million  pounds.    This  compares  with  a  prewar 
average  for  1935-39  of  77  million  pounds. 

Exports  of  tobacco  from  Canada  have  fluctuated  considerably  in 
recent  years .    In  1946,  leaf  exports  were  12.7  million  pounds  compared 
with  15.6  million  in  1§45-    Most  of  the  exports  consist  of  flue-cared 
and  Hurley,    During  the  first  4  months  of  1947,  exports  of  flue-cured 
totalled  11-3  million  pounds  and  exceeded  the  total  1946  shipments 
of  this  type.    Leaf  exports  are  permitted  only  to  the  United  Kingdom 
and  Empire  countries.    The  export  quota  of  25  million  pounds  es- 
tablished for  the  period  October  1946 -September  1947  is  expected  to 
be  easily  filled. 

BULGARIA'S  TOBACCO  PLANTINGS 
SHOW  SHARP  DROP 

Bulgaria's  1947  tobacco  plantings  are  reported  to  be  only  57,000 
acres  or  about  one-third  the  I946  area  of  167,000  acres.    Last  year's 
production,  even  with  low  yields,  amounted  to  84  million  pounds.  On 
the  basis  of  reduced  plantings,  the  1947  crop  should  not  exceed  40 
million  pounds.    Export  prices  for  Bulgarian  leaf  were  quoted  in 
June  at  $.90  to  $1.10  per  pound.    In  recent  years,  most  of  the  exports 
have  been  destined  to  the  Soviet  Union  and  central  European  countries. 

GRAIN ,  GRAIN  PRODUCTS  AND  FEED 

BRAZILIAN  RICE 
EXPORTS  GAIN 

Rice  exports  from  Brazil  during  the  first  quarter  of  1947  amounted 
to  129  million  pounds,  compared  with  36  million  during  the  same  months 
a  ysar  earlier.    All  exports  were  of  old-crop  rice  from  last  year's  iar 
harvest.    Of  the  total  exports  during  the  quarter,  126  million  pounds 
were  shipped  to  countries  o    l-o  Far  Saet.    Seventy-three  percent  was 
exported  from  the  State  of  Rio  Grande  do  Sui,  and  the  remainder  from 
Sao  Paulo . 

Exportable  supplies  from  the  1947  harvest  ended  in  June  may  be 
larger  than  those  available  from  last  year's  production.    This  season's 
crop  may  nearly  equal  the  bumper  harvest  of  last  year,  and  the  rice  con 
sumption  during  1947  is  now  expected  to  be  slightly  less  than  in  1946. 
Despite  decreased  acreage  in  Rio  Grande  do  Sul,  Brazil's  principal 
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rice-exporting  State,  better  yields  per  acre  resulted  in  a  5-percent 
rise  in  output  over  19^6.    Reduction  of  acreage  and  less-than-average 
yields  in  irrigated  districts,  however,  caused  a  15-percent  drop  in 
Sao  Paulo's  production. 

ECUADORAN"  RICE 
SALES  LAG 

In  Ecuador,  marketing  of  this  season's  record  rice  crop  was  pro- 
ceeding slowly  in  the  first  part  of  July.    Lack  of  agreement  on  prices 
held  up  sales  of  the  65  million  pounds  allocated  to  India,  China,  and 
Cuba  by  the  International  Emergency  Food  Council.     At  the  same  time, 
Ecuadoran  exporters  were  interested  in  European  and  East  Indian  markets, 
where  quotations  were  reported  higher.     The'  main  rice  crop  of  Ecuador  is 
harvested  from  May  to  August. 

(Continued  on  page  68)  "... 
TROPICAL  PRODUCTS 

LARGER  NICARAGUAN  COFFEE 
CROP  FORECAST 

Nicaragua's  19^-7-^8  coffee  crop  is  expected  to  be  considerably 
larger  than  crops  of  the  last  few  years,  providing  weather  conditions 
remain  favorable.     This  optimistic  prediction  is  based  upon  heavy 
flowerings  in  the  Managua-Carozo  region  where  about  70  percent  of 
the  crop  is  produced  and  upon  adequate,  well  distributed  rainfall 
during  June,,    Exportable  production  from  the  19^6-^7  crop  was  placed 
at  about  180,000  bags  and- that  from  the  19^5-^6  crop  at  200,000  bags. 

During  the  first  6  months  of  19^7,  Nicaragua  exported  156,000 
bags  of  coffee,  mostly  to  the  United  States.     On  June  29  it  was 
reported  in  the  Nicaraguan  press  that  the  last  carload  of  coffee  from 
the  19^6-^7  harvest  had  been  sent  to  Corinto  for  export. 

HAITI'S  19^7-^8  COFFEE  CROP 
TO  EQUAL  LAST  YEAR'S 

Haiti's  I9V7A8  coffee  crop  is  expected  to  yield  about  1*00,000'  ■'' 
bags  (132  pounds  each)  for  export,  or  about  the  same  as  last  season's 
crop.     Harvesting  of  the  crop  will  begin  the  last  week  in  August  or 
early  in  September. 

CALCUTTA  PORT  STRIKE 
DELAYS  TEA  SHIPMENTS 

Although  the  Calcutta  port  strike  ended  May  3,  19^7,  "tea  stocks 
at  the  port  in  early  July  were  still  abnormally  high.     On  May  31, 
there  were  over  ij-00,,000  chests  of  tea  (about  118  pounds  each)  awaiting  ship 
ment  whereas  ordinarily  the  bulk  of  the  crop  is  exported  by  mid- 
February. 
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It  is  feared  that  the  accumulation'  of  stocks'  from  the  1946-47 
crop  will  prevent  quick  disposal  of  the  l^kj-kQ  crop  now  coming  on 
the  market.     About  10  million  pounds  of  tea  wore  diverted  to  Chittagong 
in  eastern  Bengal  in  an' attempt  to  relieve  the  warehouse  and  shipping 
congestion  in  Calcutta. 

The  19^+7-^4-8  tea  production  in  northern  India  has  "been  forecast  at 
475  million  pounds.     As  sliming  a  production  in  south  India  equal  to 
that  of  last  season's,  or  100  million' pounds,  the  total  1947-48  Indian 
output  for -this  season  may  reach  575  million  pounds.     Although  the 
Government  of  India  has  not  yet  announced  domestic  and  export  tea 
quotas  for  1947-48,  as  an  interim  measure  it  has  permitted  the  British 
Ministry  of  Food  to  purchase  up  to  250  million  pounds  of  tea  direct 
from  the  growers. 

LIVESTOCK  AND  ANIMAL  PRODUCTS 

DENMARK  NOW 
RATIONS  MEAT 

Coupon  rationing  of  meat  "became  effective  in  Denmark  July  1, 
according  to  a  recent  report.    Previous  to  this  time  meat  distribu- 
tion had  "been  handled  through  official  directives  to  the  slaughter 
establishment  in  the  interest  of  maintaining  the  export  movement  of 
pork  and  beef.    Pressure  to  obtain  additional  supplies  for  export  re- 
sulted in  the  now  program. 

The  rationing  system  covers  the  retail  purchase  by  householders 
of  pork,  beef  and  veal,  sandwich  meats  made  of  meat  and  pork,  and 
sausages.     It  also  covers  edible  offals  of  cattle  and  hogs.  Horse 
meat,  mutton,  lamb,  goat  meat,  poultry,  rabbits  or  game  are  not  in- 
cluded under  the  ration  system.     Canned  meats  are  also  exempt,  but  only 
sufficient  meat  for  a  small  output  of  canned  products  will  be  made 
available,  practically  all  for  export. 

No  announcement  has  been  made  as  yet  regarding  the  maximum  quantity 
purchasable  by  individual  householders.     Periodic  announcements  of  the 
quantity  procurable  arc  contemplated,  which  will  be  computed  on  -the 
basis  of  relationship  between  the  orders  submitted  by  dealers  and 
the  amount  of  neat  available. 

CUBA  ABOLISHES  NUMEROUS 
LIVESTOCK  AND  BEEF  CONTROLS 

The  Cuban  Ministry  of  Comncr ce,  according  to  recent  agreement 
with  representatives  of  the  cattle  and  moat  industries,  has  issued 
a  resolution  abolishing  various  restrictions  that  wore  intended  by 
the  ministry  to-  control  the  beef  industry. 
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Although  the  resolution  abolishes  most  of  the  regulations  of 
which  Cuban  cattle  men  have  complained,  the  Government  has  permitted 
several  restrictions  to  remain.    These  include  a'  prohibition  against 
the  slaughter  of  "bulls,  and  against  the  slaughter  of  cattle  on 
Saturday.    Meat  and  meat  products  may  still  he  imported  free  of  customs, 
duties  and  taxes. 

Cuban  cattlemen  feel  fairly  veil  satisfied  with  the  results  of 
the  Government's  decontrol  measures,  as  i a  evidenced  by  the  large 
quantities  of  cattle  now  arriving  in  Havana  from  the  interior.  Prices 
demanded  for  beef  by  retail  butchers  are  still  frequently  in  excess 
of  the  new  33-cent  ceiling  price.. 

FOREIGN  OWNED  PACKING  PLANTS 
IN  PARAGUAY  IMPORT  CATTLE 

The  two  foreign  owned  packing  plants  in  Paraguay  did  not  begin 
meat  canning  operations  this  year  until  early  in  May,  owing  to  short- 
ages of  cattle  and  supplies.    Local  cattle  supplies  are  not  available 
for  meat  packing  this  year  as  domestic  supplies  are  being  reserved 
for  the  -use  of  the  armed  forces  and  for  fresh  meat  consumption  in  the 
Asuncion  area.    All  cattle  slaughtered  in  the  two  packing  plants, 
thus  far  in  19^-7,  have  been  imported  from  Argentina.    Last  year, 
Argentina  supplied  about  half  of  the  cattle  slaughtered  in  these 
plants. 

Paraguayan  price  control  authorities  have  been  successful  in 
maintaining  the  prices  for  fresh  beef  in  the  Asunction  area  at  the 
prices  established  in  September  19^6.     Increased  domestic  consumption 
of  fresh  beef  at  relatively  low  prices  ha3  compensated  to  some  extent 
for  the  price  increase  in  the  other  food  categories.     The  official 
schedule  of  prices  for  fresh  beef  range  in  accordance  with  the  cut, 
from  ?.k  centimos  per  kilo  to  80  centimos  per  kilo  (about  k  cents  to 
12  cents  per  pound  in  U.  S.  currency). 

Exports  of  canned  meat  during  the  second  quarter  of  19^7  exceeded 
28,000  cases.     There  were  also  important  exports  of  other  livestock 
products,  including  hides  and  by-products  of  the  meat  packing  industry. 

WOOL  IMPORTS  INTO  DEFICIT 
COUNTRIES  OF  RECORD  PROPORTIONS 

Wool  imports  into  8®/  important  deficit  countries  in  19^6  totaled 
approximately  2,U00  million  pounds,  an  increase  of  hi  percent  over  the 
average  for  the  .years  I93U-38, 


a/  United  States,  United  Kingdom,  France,  Belgium,  Germany,  Italy, 
Poland  and  Czechoslovakia. 
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These  eight  countries  took  80  percent  of  the  world's  total  im- 
ports in  the  years  I93U-38.    All  countries  except  the  United  Kingdom 
Germany,  Poland  and  Czechoslovakia  took  more  wool  in  19^6  than  during 
193^-38.    Purchases  of  wool  "by  Continental  European  countries  have 
"been  facilitated  "by  material  and  financial  aid  from  UMKRA,  the  United 
States  and  the  United  Kingdom.    There  has  also  "been  some  processing  of 
wool  for  other  countries  on  a  commission  "basis  and  mills  have  been 
operating  at  a  fairly  high  rate  of  activity. 

Including  average  prewar  imports  into  Japan  of  203  million  pounds 
and  into  the  Soviet  Union  of  62  million  pounds,  these  10  countries 
took  1982  million  pounds  or  93  percent  of  total  imports.    Data  are 
not  available  for  the  latter  two  countries  for  19^+6  but  exports  from 
Australia  to  Japan  have  been  arranged  and  the  first  cargo  ha 3  been 
received.     Japan  normally  imported  most  of  its  fine  wool  from  Australia, 
and  in  the  years  193^-38>  70  percent  of  total  imports  were  from  that 
country.    The  Soviet  Union  has  received  increased  imports  from  South 
America  in  recent  months.    Before  the  war  the  bulk  of  the  fine  wool 
imported  was  from  Australia .    Most  of  the  imports, however,  were  from 
neighboring  carpet  wool  producing  countries  of  the  Hear  and  Far  East. 

The  United  States  shows  the  most  outstanding  increase  in  wool 
imports  of  any  country  in  19^-6,  the  rise  amounting  to  over  kyo  per- 
cent, with  France  showing  an  increase  of  3U  percent,  Belgium  100 
percent  and  Italy  39  percent.     The  percentage  of  foreign  wool  con-  . 
sumed  in  the  United  States  increased  greatly  during  the  war  and  this 
development  has  continued  since  the  war.    Bureau  of  Census  mill 
consumption  figures'  show  that  out  of  a  total  consumption  of  apparel 
wool,  on  a  greasy  shorn  and  pulled  basis,  of  1072  million  pounds  in 
19^6,  only  22  percent  was  domestic  wool  and  the  remainder,  duty  paid 
foreign  wool. 

In  addition  to  almost  complete  disposals  of  current  clips  by 
auction,  stocks  of  wartime  carryover  wool  hold  by  the  United  Kingdom 
Wool  Disposal  Ltd.,  have  been  reduced  by  over  p0  percent  since  June 
30,  I9U5,  when  holdings  were  approximately  10,000,000  bales.  By 
June  30,  19^6  they  had  been  reduced  to  %  78?, 000  bales  and  it  was 
expected  that  by  Juno  30,  19^7  they  wax  Id  be  down  to  between  k,  357,000 
and  k, 387,000  bales.    During  the  ISkS-kJ  season  only  relatively 
small  quantities  have  been  bought  in  by  the  Joint  Organization  at 
the  reserve  price.    The  bulk  of  the  wool  has  been  3old  at  auction 
at  high  prices. 
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WOOL  (Sheeps):  Imports  into  8  principal  deficit  countries.  Prevar 
average  1934-38  and  1946.  a/ 


Country 

Average 
:  1934-38 

:             1946     W  : 

Million  pounds  ■ 

Million  pounds 

United  States 
United  Kingdom 
France 
Belgium 

Germany  ; 
Italy  : 
Poland  ; 
Czechoslovakia  ; 

0/  197.2 

d/  593.8 

d/  360.O 

d/  121.4 

d/  270.0 

95.1  : 
^3.5  : 
35.8  : 

c/  1049.2 

•    a/       387.2  : 
a/        482.7  : 
a/        243.0  ; 
d/e/       63.O  : 
f/~       132.0  : 
g/          42.5  : 
20,7  : 

TOTAL  8  Countries  ; 

1716.8  \ 

2420.3  : 

WORLD  TOTAL 

2140. 0  ; 

a/  Includes  actual  weight  of  greasy,  scoured,  washed  and  pulled  wool. 
Approximately  90  percent  enters  international  trade  channels  as  greasy 
wool,     b/  Preliminary,     c/  Imports  for  consumption,     d/  Imports  less 
re-exports.    Excludes  wool  pulled  from  imported  skins~which  was  as 
follows  in  million  of  pounds  in  1946  with  the  1934-38  average  in 
parentheses:  United  Kingdom  13.2  (12.8);  France  55.0  (65.9); 

Germany           (15,3).     e/  Six  months  July  -  December  1946.  Imports 

only  commenced  in  June  1946.     f/  Eleven  months,  January -November 
includes  waste,     g/  Of  this  quantity  UNNEA  supplied  47  million  pounds. 

Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Eelations.    Compiled  from  official 
publications,  reports  of  foreign  service  officers  and  the  Wool  Digest 
of  the  International  Wool  Secretariat. 

FATS  AND  OILS 

MALAYAN  COPRA"  OUTPUT 
PROGRESSING  SLOWLY 

Malaya's  (Singapore  and  the  Malayan  Union)  1947  commercial  copra 
production  is  not  expected  to  exceed  150,000  short  tons  compared  with 
the  prewar  average  of  225,000.    The  January-May  output  of  the  principal 
oil  mills  was  more  than  75,000  tons  and  coconut  oil  40, 000.     Of  this 
quantity  more  than  half  was  xoroduced  in  the  Malayan  Union.     In  addi- 
tion to  commercial  production,  coconut  oil  is  produced  in  considerable 
volume  in  local  villages.     According  to  trade  sources,  this  pro- 
duction   is  well  over  that  of  prewar  years. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  very  little  peanut  oil,  the  principal  edible 
oil  normally  consumed  "by  the  large  Chinese  population  in  Malaya,  is 
available,  coconut  oil  is  being  used  as  a  substitute. 
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While  the  quality  of  the  commercial  copra  being  crushed  compares 
favorably  with  that  of  the  Philippines  and  Netherlands  Indies,  the  oil 
yield  is  much  lower.    Most  of  the  crushing  equipment  in  Malaya  is  old 
and  the  extraction  rate  ranges  only  from  54  to  47  percent. 

Exports  of  copra,  amounting  to  2,600  tons,  during  January-May 
went  to  the  United  Kingdom.    During  the  same  period  approximately 
20,000  tons  of  coconut  oil  were  shipped,  principally  to  the  United 
Kingdom  and  other  British  Possessions,  although  small  quantities  went 
to  Burma  and  the  Netherlands  Indies.    As  official  trade  statistics 
do  not  specify  the  percentage  of  exports  that  originate  in  Malaya 
it  is  possible  that  some  of  the  coconut  oil  was  from  the  20,000 
tons  of  copra  shown  as  imported  from  the  Netherlands  Indies. 

All  copra  and  coconut  oil  for  export  is  purchased  by  the  British 
Ministry  of  Food.    The  f.o.b,  price  is  40  and  70  pounds  sterling  per 
long  ton  ($144  and  $252  per  short  ton),  respectively. 


MALAYA:  Copra  and  coconut  oil  exports  and 
 imports,  1947  with  comparisons  


:  Copra 

:          Coconut  Oil 

: Average 
: 1935- 39 

:July  - 
:Dec. 

:1946 

:  Jan.  - 
•  May 

:  1947 

: Average ; July  - 
:1935-39:Dec. 
:  :1946 

:  Jan . - 

:  May 
:  1947 

EXPORTS: 

British  Possessions 
Burma  : 
European  Countries  : 
Hong  Kong 
Netherlands  Indies 
United  Kingdom  ; 
Other  Countries  j 
Total  : 

IMPORTS :  : 
British  Possessions: 
Netherlands  Indies  : 
Other  countries  ; 
Total  : 

:  Short 
:  tons 

:  Short 
:  tons 

: Short 
:  tons 

:  Short  : Short 
:  tons  :tons 

:  Short 
:  tons 

3,631 
132,709 

64,680- 
13,674 

700  . 

2,603 

: 26, 392 
:  4,376a, 
:  2,825 
:  1,558a, 
•  2,864" 
'  9,920 
4^328 

► 

!  33 
{  2,009 

:  1,614 
:  1,259 
:  103 

:  119 
1  3,643 

:  2,736 
1,178 
12,064 

37 

214,694. 

700  : 

2,603 

52,763 

:  6,299 

19,777 

11,891: 
113, 160: 
2,390: 

444  | 
25,727  : 
69  : 

214: 
20,402: 
IkOi 

:       18  : 
367  : 
257  ! 

"63! 

101 

132,441: 

2  6,240  : 

20,756. 

642  s  63: 

101 

a/  2-year  average 

Compiled  from  official  sources, 
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MALAYAN  PALM  OIL 
PRODUCTION  SMALL 

That  the  palm  oil  industry  in  the  Malayan  Union  has  not  completely 
recovered  from  neglect  suffered  during  Japanese  occupation,  is  ir&icated 
"by  the  production  forecast  of  28,000  short  tons  of  palm  oil  from  19^7 
compared  with  65,000  "before  the  war.    At  the  end  of  May,  90  percent  of 
the  total  78,000  acre3  were  again  in  production.    The  90  percent  comprised 
33  out  of  a  total  of  k-6  estates.     Despite  this  fact,  palm  oil  output  in 
the  five  months  was  only  13,000  tons  and  palm  kernel  production  less 
than  2,000.    A  number  of  reasons  exist  for  this  smaller  outturn. 

During  Japanese  occupation  of  Malaya  only  a  very  small  acreage  of 
palm  trees  was  pruned  and  harvested.     Most  of  the  estates  were  completely 
neglected,  weeds  and  undergrowth  covered  the  spaces  between  the  trees, 
and  in  some  instances  vines  completely  engulfed  the  trees.  Drainage 
canals  were  silted  in,  the  result  "being  that  an  excessive  amount  of  mois- 
ture was  found  m  the  soil. 

One  of  the  most  important  factors  limiting  the  volume  of  production 
is  absence  of  fertilizer.    The  chief  fertilizer  used  "before  the  war  was 
38  percent  rock  phosphate.     The  industry  estimates  that  about  9,000  tons 
are  required  annually  to  bring  yields  to  the  prewar  level.  Present 
yields  por  acre  are  only  from  1,000  to  1,200  pounds  of  palm  oil.  The 
prewar  average  was  from  2,200  to  2,^00  and  on  very  good  soil  as  high  as 
3,000  pounds. 

Knives  for  pruning  and  small  hoos  for  cultivation  have  been  difficult 
to  locate  and  purchase.     The  scarcity  and  high  cost  of  food,  especially 
rice,  has  reduced  the  amount  of  -labor  an  individual  can  perform.  Roads 
within  the  estates  were  in  poor  condition  after  liberation;  now,  however 
most  of  them  are  passable.     There  is  a  shortage  of  trucks  for  hauling 
palm  fruit  from  the  producing  area  to  processing  plants.     On  some  estates 
the  narrow  gauge  tracks  were  removed  as  were  the  locomotives.    There  does 
not  appear  to  be  a  noticeable  shortage  of  largo  tank  cars  for  hauling 
palm  oil  to  Singapore.     The  palm  oil  tank  installations  for  bulk  loading 
of  ships  are  reported  to  be  in  fair  condition. 

Exports  of  palm  oil  for  19^7  are  not  yet  available;  it  is  quite 
likely,  howover,  that  a  large  percentage  of  the  production  is  being 
shipped  to  the  Urn  ted  Kingdom.     That  country  was  the  principal  recipient 
of  the  8,600  tons  exported  in  the  last  half  of  19^-6.    Exports  of  palm 
oil  increased  from  an  average  (1935-39)  of  kj, 500  tons  to  62,500  in 
19^0.    Palm  kernel  shipments  averaged  more  than  8,000  tons. 
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GRAIN,  GRAIN  PRODUCTS  AND  FEED 
(Continued  from  Page  6l) 

CANADA'S  GRAIN 
OUTLOOK  DETERIORATES 

Grain  prospects  in  "Canada's  Prairie  Provinces  have  declined  since 
June  30,  when  the  latest  numerical  condition  estimate  was  made,  according 
to  a  report  in  late  July.    Above-normal  temperatures  and  moisture 
deficiencies  had  caused  deterioration  during  July  over  wide  areas, 
especially  in  Saskatchewan  and  Alberta.    Only  scattered  showers  had 
fallen  there  and  unless  heavy  rains  were  received  soon,  the  already 
large  drought  areas  in  those  two  Provinces  would  expand  still  further. 
Extremely  hot  dry  weather  during  July  largely  destroyed  promise  of  good 
yields  which  had  existed  earlier  in  southwestern  and  west  central 
Saskatchewan  and  in  much  of  the  eastern  half  of  Alberta. 

Canadian  officials  report  that  in  large  portions  of  northwestern 
and  north  central  Saskatchewan,  and  in  parts  of  southeastern  and  east 
central  Alberta,  where  adverse  conditions  have  been  reported  throughout 
most  of  the  season,  deterioration  has  reached  a  stage  that  precludes 
any  substantial  recovery.    Fairly  general  rains  over  most  of  Manitoba 
have  maintained  satisfactory  conditions  in  that  Province. 

IRAN'S  BREADGRAIN 
PRODUCTION  SMALLER 

The  19^7  grain  crop  in  Iran  is  smaller  than  was  expected  and  some- 
what less  than  the  above-average  outturn  in  19h6,  according  to  latest 
reports.    Wheat  production,  now  estimated  at  about  6l  million  bushels,  is 
about  20  percent  less  than  the  19^6  production,  as  a  result  of  drought 
and  hail  damage.    Barley,  which  was  les3  affected  than  wheat,  is  tentatively 
placed  at  51  million  bushels,  or  about  10  percent  under  the  19^6  outturn. 
Acreage  of  these  grains  is  believed  to  be  about  the  same  as  in  19^6. 

Areas  reporting  the  greatest  damage  include  Tehran,  Kashan,  Isfahan, 
Yazd  and  Kerman.     In  these  and  o  thor  areas,   it  is  expected  that  grain 
will  have  to  be  moved  in  from  other  producing  districts  to  feed  the 
population  next  winter.     The  country's  consumption  of  regular  brcadgrains 
will,  however,  be  somewhat  less  than  that  of  the  past  2  years  when 
supplies  were  larger.    Large  quantities  of  millet  and  sorghum  are  expected 
to  be  used  as  substitute  foods. 

Government  collections  are  expected  to  be  larger  in  the  coming  year, 
to  take  care  of  the  added  distribution  problem.    Prices  to  be  paid  are 
substantially  the  same  as  in  the  past  2  seasons,  and  vary  from  about 
$1.96  per  bushel  (converted  at  the  official  rate)  at  Hamadan  to  a  high  of 
$2.55  at  Ahwas.    Regional  prices  paid  for  barley  arc  related  to  wheat, 
being,  in  each  case,  half  the  wheat  price.  ; 
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UNITED  KINGDOM  GRAIN  CROP 
CONDITION  BELOW  AVERAGE 

The  condition  of  grain  crops  in  the  United  Kingdom  is  somewhat  "below 
average,  according  to  The  Times  Crop  Report  as  of  July  1.    Wheat  condition 
was  placed  at  8V.7  percent  (100  percent  is  taken  to  represent  healthy 
condition,  full  growth  and  freedom  from  injury),  compared  with  a  10 -year 
average  of  91.7  percent.    Barley  at  83. 1  and  oats  at  79.9  percent  compare 
with  10-year  averages  of  89.2  and  88.2  respectively.    Regionally  western 
areas  have  fared  "best,  while  most  unfavorable  conditions  are  reported 
from  East  Anglia. 

Following  unfavorable  winter  weather  and  spring  floods,  vrhich  caused 
heavy  acreage  losses,  dry  conditions  over  extensive  areas  further  handi- 
capped crop  development,  especially  in  England.    In  Scotland  and  Wales, 
conditions  are  reported  to  "be  relatively  more  favorable  than  in  England. 

FRUITS,  NUTS  AND  VEGETABLES 
(Continued  from  Page  59) 

19^7  CUBAN  PINEAPPLE 
SALES  BELOW  19*4-6 

Marketings  from  the. 19^7  Cuban  pineapple  crop  are  now  expected  to 
total  the  equivalent  of  k.5  million  crates  of  80  pounds  as  compared  with 
4.7  million  crates  in  19^6.    Total  production  is  now  estimated  at  5.3 
million  crates  indicating  that  about  800,000  crates  will  not  be 
marketed. 

Exports  are  expected  to  total,  in  fresh  equivalent,  3»8  million 
crates  as  compared  with  b.2  million  crates  in  19^6.    Exports  are  expected 
to  be  divided  as  follows:    1,400,000  crates  as  fresh  fruit;  2,000,000 
crate -equivalent  canned;  300,000  brined  and  100,000  as  frozen  fruit,  as 
compared  with  exports  in  1946  of  1,500,000  crates  in  fre3h  form; 
2,400,000  crate -equivalent  canned;  112,000  brined  and  215,000  frozen. 

The  total  pack  of  canned  pineapple  from  the  19^7  crop  is  now  esti- 
mated at  800,000  cases  as  compared  with  960,000  cases  last  year.  The 
pack  consists  primarily  of  crushed  pineapple  in  natural  jtUce  packed  in 
No.  10  cans. 

Only  about  430,000  cases  of  canned  pineapple  were  exported  from 
Cuba  during  the  first  half  of  1947,  compared  vith  500,000  cases  during 
the  first  6  months  of  1946.    Exports  during  the  second  6-month  period 
are  expected  to  total  about  400,000  cases.    Most  canners  have  proceeded 
cautiously  this  season,  operating  only  to  fill  definite  orders.  However 
a  few  canners  have  permitted  the  accumulation  of  unsold  stocks.  Total 
stocks,  both  unsold  and  sold  and  awaiting  shipment,  are  estimated  at 
100,000  cases.    The  bulk  of  the  canned  product  is  marketed  in  the 
United  States. 
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During  the  first  half  of  the  year  11,000  barrels  of  pineapples  in 
preservative  solution  have  "been  exported  to  the  United  States  where  it 
is  used  for  the  manufacture  of  preserves  and  confections.    Exports  of 
quick-frozen  pineapple  during  the  same  period  totaled  only  100,000 
pounds  as  compared  with  3,000,000  pounds  in  19^6. 

COTTON 

COTTON-PRICE 
QUOTATIONS 

The  following  table  shows  certain  cotton-price  quotations  on  foreign 
markets,  converted  at  current  rates  of  exchange: 

COTTON:    Spot  prices  of  certain  foreign  growths 
 and  qual ities  in  specific  markets  


:  :  :  :Price  in  : Equivalent 

Market  location,  .Date  .    Unit  of  .  Unit  of     .  foreign  jtf.g  cents 

 kind,  and  quality       jl947  \    weight  '.  currency  [currency  i  per 'pound 

Alexandria  :  :Kantar  :  :  : 

Ashmouni,  Good  :7-24  :  99.05  lbs.  :  Tallari     :    44.25  :  36.(38 

Ashmouni,  F.G.F  :     "  :      "  :        "  s    42.00  :  35.01 

Giza  7,  Good  :    "  :      "  :        "  :        (not  quoted) 

Giza  f,  F.G.F  :     "  :  :  j        (not  quoted) 

ICarnak,  Good  :    "  :  '    "  :       "  :    46.50  :  .  3O.76 

Karnak,  F.G.F  :     "  :  :        "  :    42.00  :  35.01 

Bombay  :  : Candy  :  :  : 

Jar i la,  Fine  :    "  :  784  lbs.  :  Rupee       :  433.00  :  16.66 

Broach,  Fine  :    "  :  :       "  :  533.00  :      20. 51 

Sind  American,  Fine  :    "  :      "  :        "  :  531.00  :  20.44 

Punjab      "       289 -F,  Fine:    "  :      "  :       "  :  626. 00  :      24. 09 

Kampala,  East  African...,:    "  :      "  :        "  :  920.00  :      35. 4l 

Buenos  Aires  :  : Me trie  ton  :  :  : 

Type  B  :7-26  :  2204.6  lbs.:  Peso  :        (not  available) 

Lima  :  :Sp.  quintal  :  :  : 

Tanguis,  Type  5  t....:    "  :  101.4  lbs.  :  Sol  :  168.00  :  25.49 

Pima,  Type  1.  ,. . .  e  :    "  :  :    "  :        (not  quoted) 

Recife  :  :Arroba  :  :  : 

Mata,  Type  5  ,  :7-25  :  33.07  lbs.  :  Cruzeiro  :  110.00  :  13.10 

Sertao,  Type  5...  ..:    "  :      "  :       "  :  110.00  :      18. 10 

Sao  Paulo  :  :  :  :  : 

Sao  Paulo,  Type  5  :    "  :      "  :       "  :  155.50  :  25.58 

Torreon  :  :Sp.  quintal  :  :  : 

Middling,  15/16"  :    "  :  101.4  lbs.  :  Peso  :  139.50  !  28.30 


Compiled  from  weekly  cables  from  representatives  abroad. 


